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Introduction: 
 

The Bureau of Land Management Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area (D-E NCA) has started 

the process of developing a Resource Management Plan (RMP).  As part of the planning process, the BLM is 

required to conduct a Wild and Scenic River (WSR) study.  The first step of the WSR study is to inventory 

stream segments and determine whether they are eligible for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic River 

System (NWSRS).  The D-E NCA includes lands from both the Uncompahgre and Grand Junction Field 

Offices, and both offices have completed eligibility studies as part of their individual RMP revision processes.   

As a result, eligibility determinations have been completed for the rivers and streams within the D-E NCA.  

This summary report combines the findings of both the Grand Junction Field Office (GJFO) and 

Uncompahgre Field Office (UFO) Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Reports that are applicable to the D-E 

NCA.  The complete Eligibility Reports for both field offices can be downloaded at: 

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/wild_and_scenic_river.html for the Uncompahgre office and 

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo/rmp/Wild___Scenic_River.html for the Grand Junction office.  

Inconsistencies between the GJFO and UFO reports have been addressed in errata discussions included in 

this report.  This summary report amends both the GJFO and UFO final reports and is the definitive report 

for eligible streams within the D-E NCA.     

 

Every known river with a perennial or intermittent flow regime was identified, using a variety of Bureau of 
Land Management and other data sources. Some waterways were further segmented based upon differences 
in level of development, physiographic character, land status, or the existence of in-channel diversions or 
dams. 
 
The river segments were then evaluated to determine whether they meet the dual criteria of being free-
flowing and possessing one or more outstandingly remarkable values, as defined in the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act. Eligible river segments were preliminarily classified as wild, scenic, or recreational, based on water 
quality and level of human development along the river corridor. 
 

Eligibility Results: 
 
After evaluating the stream segments in the D-E NCA, seven streams separated into eleven segments were 
determined to be free-flowing and possessed one or more outstandingly remarkable values necessary for Wild 
and Scenic River eligibility. 
 
Management constraints were not considered during the eligibility phase, but will be assessed during the 
suitability analysis. This next phase of the Wild and Scenic Rivers review process will occur during 
development of the D-E NCA RMP and associated Environmental Impact Statement. A final determination 
of suitability will be issued in the RMP Record of Decision. 
  

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/wild_and_scenic_river.html
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo/rmp/Wild___Scenic_River.html
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Map of Eligible Streams within the Dominguez-Escalante NCA 
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Gunnison River  
From the Uncomphgre Field Office Eligibility Report Segment 3 
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Gunnison River 
From the Uncomphgre Field Office Eligibility Report Segment 3 
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Gunnison River 
From the Grand Junction Field Office Eligibility Report Segment 1 
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Gunnison River 
From the Grand Junction Field Office Eligibility Report Segment 1 
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Big and Little Dominguez Creeks 
From the Grand Junction Field Office Eligibility Report  
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Big and Little Dominguez Creeks 
From the Grand Junction Field Office Eligibility Report 
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Rose Creek 
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report 
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Rose Creek 
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report 
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Escalante Creek 
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report Segment 1 

 

  

  

  



 

Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area Summary Report for Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Page 18 
 

Escalante Creek 
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report Segment1 
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Escalante Creek 
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report Segment 2 
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Escalante Creek 
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report Segment 2 
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Dry Fork Escalante Creek 
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report 
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Dry Fork Escalante Creek  
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report 
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Cottonwood Creek 
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report 

 

 
  



 

Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area Summary Report for Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Page 27 
 

Cottonwood Creek 
From the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report 
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Errata Sheet for the Grand Junction Field Office Eligibility Report 
 

Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report for Grand Junction 
Field Office, Colorado 

Errata Sheet (Change)  

 
The Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report for the Bureau of Land Management’s Grand Junction Field 
Office was completed in March 2009, and the Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report for the Bureau of 
Land Management’s Uncompahgre Field Office was completed in June 2010.  The reports document the 
WSR authorities, study process, and subsequent findings of the eligibility analysis.  After the Reports were 
published, inconsistencies were identified, which need to be clarified to ensure consistency in the two Reports 
along streams that cross the administrative boundary between the offices.   This document provides that 
clarification, in the form of errata discussions.  The entire Eligibility Reports are on the Grand Junction and 
Uncompahgre Field Offices websites at: 
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo/rmp/Wild___Scenic_River.html for the Grand Junction office and 
at http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/wild_and_scenic_river.html for the Uncompahgre office.  

 
Background:  
The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (Public Law 90-542) directs federal agencies to consider potential wild and 
scenic rivers during their planning processes.  In the BLM’s case, the Wild and Scenic Rivers (W&SR) 
eligibility studies analyze river and stream segments on BLM-administered public lands that might be eligible 
for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (NWSRS).  Eligibility determinations are not 
made on portions of rivers or streams on State or private lands.  The Eligibility Reports were prepared as part 
of revising the Grand Junction and Uncompahgre resource management plans (RMPs).  
 
The initial step in determining eligibility was to generate an inventory of all rivers and streams within the 
evaluation area. Every known river with a perennial or intermittent flow regime was identified, using a variety 
of Bureau of Land Management and other data sources. Some waterways were further segmented based upon 
differences in level of development, physiographic character, land status, or the existence of in-channel 
diversions or dams.  
 
The river segments were then evaluated to determine whether they meet the dual criteria of being free-
flowing and possessing one or more outstandingly remarkable values, as defined in the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act. Eligible river segments were preliminarily classified as wild, scenic, or recreational, based on water 
quality and level of human development along the river corridor.  
 

The Grand Junction and Uncompahgre field office’s Final Wild and Scenic Rivers Eligibility Report will be used 

during the WSR suitability study as part of the Resource Management Plan revisions for both field offices, to 

determine whether eligible segments are suitable for inclusion in the NWSRS.  The changes described below 

have no effect on current management. 

  

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo/rmp/Wild___Scenic_River.html
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/wild_and_scenic_river.html
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Change #1: 

 

Page 4-20:  Gunnison River, Segment 1 

 

In the final eligibility report there is no cultural outstandingly remarkable value (ORV). 

 

The full IDT comprised of specialists from both offices reviewed and agreed that the report should include a 

cultural ORV that reads: 

 

Cultural 

 

This segment of the Gunnison River flows through canyon country that has been inhabited by prehistoric and historic cultures for 

over 10,000 years.  Over 300 Native American sites have been recorded in the vicinity, ranging from Paleo-Indian sites to 

Archaic hunting and occupational camps to late Historic Period Ute villages.  Rock art sites along the segment are of extremely 

high quality and significance.  These sites qualify for nomination to the NRHP under Criterion C: Embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic 

values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction and 

Criterion D: Yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory. 

 

Change #2: 

 

Page 4-20:  Gunnison River, Segment 1 

 

In the final eligibility report there is no vegetation outstandingly remarkable value (ORV). 

 

The full IDT comprised of specialists from both offices reviewed and agreed that the report should include a 

vegetation ORV that reads: 

 

Vegetation 

 

This segment contains a large area of Fremont Cottonwood/skunkbrush sumac riparian woodland (Populus deltoids/Rhus 

trilobata), which is classified as globally imperiled (G2). 
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Errata Sheet for the Uncompahgre Field Office Eligibility Report 

 
Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report for Uncompahgre 

Field Office, Colorado 
Errata Sheet (Change)  

 
The Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report for the Bureau of Land Management’s Uncompahgre Field 
Office was completed in June 2010, and the Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report for the Bureau of Land 
Management’s Grand Junction Field Office was completed in March 2009.  The reports document the WSR 
authorities, study process, and subsequent findings of the eligibility analysis.  After the Reports were 
published, inconsistencies were identified, which need to be clarified to ensure consistency in the two Reports 
along streams that cross the administrative boundary between the offices.   This document provides that 
clarification, in the form of errata discussions.  The entire Eligibility Reports are on the Grand Junction and 
Uncompahgre Field Offices websites at: http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/wild_and_scenic_river.html 
for the Uncompahgre office and at http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo/rmp/Wild___Scenic_River.html 
for the Grand Junction office.  

 
Background:  
The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (Public Law 90-542) directs federal agencies to consider potential wild and 
scenic rivers during their planning processes.  In the BLM’s case, the Wild and Scenic Rivers (W&SR) 
eligibility studies analyze river and stream segments on BLM-administered public lands that might be eligible 
for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (NWSRS).  Eligibility determinations are not 
made on portions of rivers or streams on State or private lands.  The Eligibility Reports were prepared as part 
of revising the Uncompahgre and Grand Junction resource management plans (RMPs).  
 
The initial step in determining eligibility was to generate an inventory of all rivers and streams within the 
evaluation area. Every known river with a perennial or intermittent flow regime was identified, using a variety 
of Bureau of Land Management and other data sources. Some waterways were further segmented based upon 
differences in level of development, physiographic character, land status, or the existence of in-channel 
diversions or dams.  
 
The river segments were then evaluated to determine whether they meet the dual criteria of being free-
flowing and possessing one or more outstandingly remarkable values, as defined in the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act. Eligible river segments were preliminarily classified as wild, scenic, or recreational, based on water 
quality and level of human development along the river corridor.  
 

The Uncompahgre and Grand Junction field office’s Final Wild and Scenic Rivers Eligibility Report will be used 

during the WSR suitability study as part of the Resource Management Plan revisions for both field offices, to 

determine whether eligible segments are suitable for inclusion in the NWSRS.  The changes described below 

have no effect on current management. 

  

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/wild_and_scenic_river.html
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo/rmp/Wild___Scenic_River.html
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Change #1: 

 

Page 37: Gunnison River 

 

In the final eligibility report there is no historical outstandingly remarkable value (ORV).   

 

The full IDT comprised of specialists from both offices reviewed and agreed that the report should include a 

historical ORV that reads: 

 

The section of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (now part of the Union Pacific) running next to the Gunnison River was 

the first line connecting Denver and Grand Junction, reaching the Grand Valley in 1882.  This line was soon connected to Salt 

Lake City forming a narrow gauge transcontinental railroad link.  The line was eventually replaced by the standard gauge track 

and remains in use through modern day.  The importance of the railroad to developing the west make this site eligible for inclusion 

in the NRHP. 

 

Change #2 

 

Page 44: Rose Creek 

 

In the final eligibility report the Rose Creek segment stopped at the field office boundary and did not include 

the short segment (0.2 miles) of Rose Creek within the Grand Junction Field Office. 

 

The full IDT comprised of specialists from both offices reviewed and agreed that the report should include 

the short segment within the Grand Junction Field Office.  The scenic ORV should be applied to the 0.2 mile 

segment.  The total length of the Rose Creek segment should be 4.1 miles; the total BLM acres should be 

1,330.9; and the total acres should be 1,371.3. 


